




û High Volume Roads 
û Crosswalks 
û Improving Street Lighting 
û Bike Lane Signage and Education 

 



û The current issue is that there 
is not a safe designated area 
for pedestrians to cross 

û To resolve this issue a 
pedestrian light will be 
installed at the intersection of 
Highway 14 and Industrial 
Drive 

û Reasoning 
› Doesn’t conflict with Highway 14 

and Hansina Ave. Intersection 
› Centrally located between 

residential areas 
› Connects to newly proposed 

bike trail to provide a safe route 
across the highway and to the 
school 





û The main concern on Samara Ave. is 
pedestrian safety at the intersection of 
3rd street, which leads to the Volga 
City pool and park 

û Issues include: 
› Lack of signage 
› Low visibility 
› Speed 

û How to improve this area 
› Increase awareness for people on the road 

by using proper pedestrian signage 
› Widen road/shoulder and cutting back 

vegetation along road to increase visibility 
› Reduce speed  

 



û Lack of sidewalk connectivity  
û Need for designated areas for 

crossing the street safely 
û These locations connect major 

destinations in town  
û Include signage indicating the 

presence of pedestrians 

 Green symbols indicate where there 
are currently crosswalks and the red 
symbols indicate where crosswalk need 
to be put in place 



û There are areas of 
improvement dealing with 
Volga's street light system 
› Poor lighting 
› Adding additional lighting 

on longer streets 
û Moving forward, we 

recommend adding lighting 
to longer sections of the 
streets and replacing all 
fixtures with LED lights 

û Areas to focus on first include 
› Sections of the road with bike 

lanes 
› Around main facilities 
› Intersections with crosswalks for  

pedestrian safety. 
 



û With the installation of bike 
lanes, there needs to be 
proper education 

û Bike lane awareness 
› Appropriate signage for the 

drivers and bicyclist 
› Have designated lanes for 

bicyclist; painted lines acts as a 
buffer 

› Educate the people behind 
the wheel though driving 
exams 

› Establish educational programs 
through Park and Rec. similar 
to “Safety Town” and “Don’t 
Thump Your Melon” 
 



û Two-Way Street 
û Sidewalk 
û Bike Lane 

› Signage 
› Direction of 

Riding 
û Side Street 

Parking 
û Grass Buffer 

 

 





• Many safety authorities recommend sidewalks in all 
areas in which there is pedestrian traffic, especially 
in residential developments 

• Booklet from the National Committee for Traffic 
Safety, titled Building Traffic Safety into Residential 
Development makes the case for sidewalks 

• Sidewalks provide safe areas for pedestrians to 
travel 

• Nearly 40% of todays youth obese 
• Sidewalks encourage activity and exercise, while also 

providing access to parks and other forms of activity 
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• Provide safe places for pedestrians to travel 
• Improve connections to parks, schools, and 

other use areas 
• Encourages exercise and activity 
• Necessary to receive funding from the South 

Dakota Transportation Alternatives Program 
• Also requires ordinances requiring snow removal 

and sidewalk maintenance, which should be 
included in ordinance 

• The program provides funding to communities in 
South Dakota for active transportation programs 

 



• Should require sidewalks in all new residential 
developments 

• Sidewalks should be installed by developer while 
still on site 

• Sidewalk installation should be required before 
final plat approval 

• Should also include snow removal and sidewalks 
maintenance 
 





û Complete unfinished sidewalks  
û Improve overall quality of the town 
û Create a safe environment for the 

community 
û Improve overall effectiveness of active 

transportation 
û Connect main attractions throughout 

town  
› Sioux Valley School, Volga Christian School, 

Auditorium, City Park/Pool, One-Acre Park 



û Allows a separation between vehicular traffic and 
pedestrian traffic 
› Creates safe walking and biking environment for users 

û Adding bollards or using a vegetative buffer to separate 
vehicular traffic from pedestrian traffic 
 
 
 
 

 
û Using paint helps designate the portion of the road as a 

walk and bike lane 
› Quick, simple, and cost efficient 
 





Complete sidewalks along 3rd street to connect Sioux Valley School to 
City Park   

•Sidewalks along south side of 3rd street between school and Kasan Avenue are incomplete  
 
•Improves safety for the community  
 
•Allows students to have a connection to and from the school and city park as well as the 
auditorium 
 
 

 



Connect Schools to One-Acre Park 
•A bike/walk lane is proposed along 3rd street to connect Sioux Valley School 
to connect the sidewalk that runs through One-Acre Park 
 
•Improves safety for students traveling to and from school  
 
 
 
 

 



Develop bike/walk lane 
along Hansina Avenue  

•Since sidewalks are 
incomplete, the 
bike/walk lane will 
create a safe 
environment for 
students of the Sioux 
Valley School 
 

•Allows pedestrian 
traffic to flow to and 
from the school and 
other surrounding 
neighborhoods  
 

•Creates a connection 
between Sioux Valley 
School and Volga 
Christian School  
 
•Could be beneficial 
since the Sioux Valley 
School District is 
considered the central 
hub of Volga  

 



Develop Bike and Walking Path along Highway 14 between railroad tracks and the 
highway 

•Improves safety for the students and community  
 
•Promotes active transportation 
 
•Creates a good impression to visitors passing through Volga 
 
 

 







û Sports Fields 
› Cotton Complex at Sioux Valley School 

District 
û Golf Course 

› Meadow Creek Golf Course  
û Community Parks  

› Volga City Park and One-Acre Park  
û School Parks  

› Sioux Valley School District 
› Volga Christian School  



Location E 6th St 
Points of 
Interest 

• 9 hole golf course 
• Features natural prairie 

and wet lands 
throughout course 

• Open for public use 
• Hosts special events 

Amenities  • Driving Range 
• Practice Putting and 

Chipping Green  
• Pro Shop 
• Golf Course Storage 
• Cart Rentals  



Location W 1st St and Samara Ave  
Points of Interest • Encompasses swimming pool  

• Brookings County Museum is 
located within 

Amenities  • Swimming Pool  
• Brookings County Museum  
• Picnic Shelters 
• Grills  
• Playground Equipment 
• Bike Racks 
• Frisbee Golf  
• Benches 



Location Marvin Ave and E 6th St 
Points of Interest  • School Playground  

• Spacious recreational area  
• Upgraded equipment  

Amenities  • Backstop Net for ball games 
• Playground Equipment  
• Open Green Space 



Location Hansina Ave. and E 4th St 
Points of Interest  • School Playground 

• Various recreational 
opportunities  

Amenities  • Cotton Sports Complex  
     -Track & Field 
     -Softball Field 
     -Baseball Field  

 
• Playground Equipment  
• Basketball Courts 



Location In residential area South 
of Washington Rd and 
East of Adams Ave  

Points of Interest Close proximity to public 
school  
Located in residential 
area 
Good For development  

Amenities  Picnic Shelter 
Sidewalk access 



1) Create an inviting atmosphere that 
encourages people to use the space  



E 3rd Street  



2) Give One-Acre Park an identity distinct 
from other community destinations 
û Veteran’s Memorial Plaza 
û Naturalistic Play Area 
û Floral Display Garden  



1) Improve Park Signage 
2) Update Park Equipment  
3) Make Connections between Park 

Amenities  



4) Create Sense of Community  
5) Increase Lighting in Park 
6) Pave Parking Area 







û Development of a policy for green space 
and/or parks in new developments 

û Planning for new development  
› Focus on areas before developing entire area 

û Developers should plan for green spaces 
û Focus on different types of uses for these 

spaces 
› Community gardens 
› Pocket parks 
 



û Pocket Parks 
› Small in size 
› Effective  
› Minimal up keep 
› Serve the immediate 

local population 
› Functions include: small 

event space, play areas 
for children, spaces for 
relaxing or meeting 
friends  
 



û Community Gardens 
› Take little space 
› Provides community 

with something they 
can call their own 

› Education purposes 
› Community health 
› Food production  
› Cultural opportunities 



û Statistics of Green spaces in New 
Developments 
› The existence of a park/green space within 

1500 feet of a home can increase its sale 
price by up to 20% 

› In 2002, 189 conservation funding measures 
prepared on ballots in 28 states.  Voters 
approved three-quarters of these, 
generating $10 billion in funding. 

› Has up to a 20% positive impact on the 
immediate area up to 3 city blocks 
ñ Physical health  
ñ Social interaction 
ñ Social value 



û Some steps to consider 
› Goals and overall planning 

framework  
› Initiate community visioning 

and citizen participation 
› Inventory existing conditions, 

trends, and resources 
ñ Rule of thumb is to have 1 

acre per 1000 residents or 1 
acre per 60 homes 

 



û Goals and overall planning framework 
›  consider what types of spaces to utilize 
› Integrate open space planning with other 

goals of the overall site 
› Should work in achieving a community vision 



› Initiate community visioning 
and citizen participation 

ñ Overall program success 
cannot be 
underestimated  

ñ Inform and engage with 
residents around 
development  

ñ Involve citizens 
representing diverse 
community interests 

 



› Inventory existing conditions, trends, 
and resources 
› Foundation of the future of the 

decisions that will be made 
› Land use patterns  
› Densities 
› Availability of various facilities  
› Environmental constraints 
› Historic or cultural resources 





û Developing an attractive Downtown will 
reinforce active transportation by 
welcoming people into the Downtown 
Area, and providing a pedestrian 
friendly environment.  

û An aesthetically pleasing downtown will 
provide the city with a quality 
environment for people in the 
community to live, work, and play.  



û Adding Trees Provide: 
› Shade and overhead structure  
› Tree coverage gives protection 
› Street trees create vertical walls and frames streets 
›  Filters, screens, softens features that often create visual eyesores  
› Benefits businesses 

 
 



û Pedestrian pathways are easily 
accessible to everyone.  

û Increases foot traffic as a result of people 
feeling comfortable and safe 



û Add interest, focal points, color 
û Create boundaries 
û Benefit Property Owners 

 



û Benches 
û Table and Chairs 
û Trash Receptacles  
û Bicycle Racks 
û Signage 
  



û Create safety for night time use 
û Building owners are also encouraged to 

explore lighting their buildings from the 
outside, using special lighting techniques 



Downtown Brookings, SD 



Downtown Sioux Falls, SD 



û Invites and welcomes visitors to the 
Downtown Area 

û Increases pedestrian traffic downtown 
û Supports local businesses  
û Connects different parts of town by 

utilizing crosswalks and wayfinding 
û Increases safety through widened 

sidewalks, barriers, lighting, and 
crosswalks 





û Creates a sense of community 
û Growth of local economy 
û Attracts more businesses and people to 

the city 
û Improves mood and stress relief 
û Improves the image of the city  
 

 

 



Current Condition 



After Enhancements 



• Create a gathering space for people 
• Extend the sidewalk 
• Plant Japanese Tree Lilac and shrubs (Barberry and Potentilla)  
• Place seating and trash cans 
• New cross walks, improving safety 
• Attract local business 
• Create a pleasant atmosphere 



Current Condition 



After Improvements 



• Draw visual focus toward an important building in the city 
• Improve the sidewalk 
• Plant Japanese Tree Lilac and shrubs 
• More visually appealing  



• Keeps the city clean 
• Encourages people to go outside, allows social interaction  
• Builds a sense of community 
• More visually appealing 







û Easier to locate 
› School 
› Parks 
› Main Business District 

û Enhances visitors’ experience  
› “…increases their comfort, builds their 

confidence, and encourages them to 
discover unique events, attractions, and 
destinations on their own.” (Flores & Young. Wayfinding: The 
Value of Knowing How to Get There.) 

 



û Can incorporate additional panels 
û Clear, concise, and easily recognizable  

 





û Navigation would be easier for visitors 
û The signage design would be aesthetically 

pleasing 
û Wayfinding would reduce stress, discomfort, 

and disorientation for visitors 
û Helps direct spectators to sporting events 
û Will be regularly used and will satisfy its users 
û Will safely direct traffic to their destination 



û Would be an additional cost for Volga 
and the community  

û Volga would need to seek a company 
that would be able to provide additional 
panels as the signs are added to 
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